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Alotau, Papua New Guinea


After leaving New Caledonia 
MSC Magnifica will head to 
Alotau, Papua New Guinea.  The 
distance between Lifou Island & 
Alotau is 1196 nautical miles and 
our cruise speed is about 19 
knots.


The independent state of Papu 
New Guinea is a country in 
Oceania that comprises the 
eastern half of the island of New 
Guinea and its offshore islands in 
Melanesia (a region of the 
southwestern Pacific Ocean 
north of Australia).  Its capital, 
located along its south-eastern 
coast is Port Moresby.  The 
country is the world’s third 
largest island country.


The word papua is derived from 
an old local tern of uncertain 
origin.  “New Guinea” (Nueva 
Guinea) was the name coined by the Spanish explorer Ynigo Ortiz de Retez.  In 1545, he touted 
the resemblance of the people to those he had earlier seen along the Guinea coast of Africa.  
Guinea, in its turn, is etymologically derived from the Portuguese word Guine.  The same is one 
of several toponyms sharing similar etymologies, ultimately meaning “land of the blacks” or 
similar meanings, in reference to the dark skin of the inhabitants.


We docked again at a container yard.  It doesn’t look like they have a dock for cruise ships.
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As a child I remember Papua New Guinea  as a place of shrunken heads, not sure if that is still 
practiced in the distant villages.

We are now on our way to Cairns, Australia MSC Magnifica will enter the Solomon Sea, where 
it will sail between various islands visible on both port and starboard side of the ship.  The 
Solomon Sea is a semi-enclosed sea located at the western boundary of the equatorial 
Southwest Pacific Ocean, between Papua New Guinea an the Solomon Islands.  


Notice  from the ship. 
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Tonights Theatre Show/Concert

Anna Hawkins:  Divine

Anna Hawkins returns with a performance of classic and 
contemporary songs to move and inspire.  From Bocelli to 
Le Miserables, Anna captivates with her signature voice.
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