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Salalah Souk

This was an ideal introduction to Salalah and the surrounding Dhofar region; this tour offered
and carry of images and experiences with a visit to the New Salalah Souk, where you can buy
perfumes, curios, and souvenirs. Then we drove to the ancient ruins of the Palace of the
legendary Queen of Sheba (Khor Rouri), believed to have been the hub and harbor for the
shipping of frankincense for export to the rest of the Arabian Peninsula. A view of the Tagah
Castle, nestled in the hear of a coastal Dhofari town famed for its pottery, silver work, and other
artisan industries. The tour was rounded off with a visit of Ain Razat springs, a natural
underground spring amidst the tranquil lush mountains.

Khor Rouri (Palace of the Legendary Queen of Sheba)
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Tagah Castle

Razat Springs

Queen of Sheba (Khor Rouri)
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Oman shares land borders with Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen, while
sharing maritime borders with Iran and Pakistan.

The coast is formed by the Arabian Sea on the southeast, and the Gulf of Oman on the
northeast. The Madha and Musandam exclaves are surrounded by the United Arab Emirates
on their land borders with the Strait of Hormuz (which it shares with Iran) and the Gulf of Oman
forming Musandam’s costal boundaries. Muscat is the nation’s capital and largest city.

From the 17th century, the Omani Sultanate was an empires, vying with the Portuguese and
British empires for influence in the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean. At its peak in the 19th
century, Oman influence and control extended across the strait of Hormuz to Iran and Pakistan,
and as far south as Zanzibar. When its power declined in the 2oth century, the sultanate came
under the influence of the United Kingdom. For over 300 years, the relations built between the
two empires were based on mutual benefit. The UK recognized Oman’s geographical
importance as a trading hub that secured their trading lanes in the Persian Gulf and Indian
Ocean and protested their empire in the Indian sub-continent.
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