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Hubbard Glacier, Alaska
(Cruising)

HUBBARD GLACIER is the largest tidewater glacier on the North American continent. It is
located in the U.S. state of Alaska and also in Canada’s Yukon Territory. Standing at 11,00 feet
above sea level, the glacier stretches 76 miles from its source in the Yukon to the sea at
Yakutat Bay and Disenchantment Bay. It is the longest tidewater glacier in Alaska, with an
open calving face over 6 miles wide. It has been thickening and advancing toward the Gulf of
Alaska since it was first mapped by the International Boundary Commission in 1895. This is in
stark contrast with most glaciers, which have thinned and retreated during the last century. If
Hubbard Glacier continues to advance, it will close the seaward entrance of Russell Fjord and
create the largest glacier-dammed lake on the North American continent.
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